
First test of the Polaris 
A-1 two-stage solid-
fuel nuclear-armed 
submarine-launched 
ballistic missile (SLBM). 
The launch is made from 
Cape Canaveral, Florida. 

The first plane for 18 
days lands at Guernsey 
Airport. The closure of 
the airport is due to 
severe winter weather 
including heavy 
snowfalls. 1960 Tourist Map of 

Guernsey. Sponsored by 
Beghin’s shoe shop.

Wings of Speed 
‘cigarette’ card album. 
Cards issued free with 
packets of Lyon’s Tea. 
Album issued in 1960.

The Bailiff opens the new 
gas storage station at 
Bulwer Avenue.

After the opening 
of the new paved 
runway at Guernsey 
airport a turbo-prop 
Viscount aircraft 
lands for the first 
time together with 
a 42-seater Viking 
aircraft.

The States decide to raise 
school-leaving age from 
14 to 15 years. This is to 
come into operation in 
the 1963/4 school year.

New British Railways 
mail-boat Caesarea 
begins service to the 
Island.

The National Trust 
of Guernsey is 
formed.

The mail-boat 
S.S. St Helier makes 
its final sailing.

The Lieutenant-
Governor opens 
the new production 
plant at the Gas 
Works.

The Home Secretary 
visits Alderney. Then 
returns to Guernsey 
and opens a new sea 
water evaporation 
plant sited near the 
Vale Castle. 

The last trip is 
made by the Isle of 
Sark. It is to be sold 
by British Railways.

Last sailing of 
the mail-boat 
SS. St. Julien.

Jacques Piccard and 
Don Walsh descend into 
the Mariana Trench in 
the bathyscaphe Trieste, 
reaching the depth of 
10,911 metres. They 
become the first human 
beings to reach the 
lowest point on Earth. 

In Greensboro, North 
Carolina, four black 
students from North 
Carolina Agricultural 
and Technical State 
University begin a 
sit-in at a segregated 
Woolworth’s lunch 
counter. They are refused 
service but they are 
allowed to stay at the 
counter. The event 
triggers many similar 
nonviolent protests 
throughout the Southern 
United States. Six 
months later the original 
four protesters are 
served lunch at the same 
counter. 

The first CERN (European 
Organisation for Nuclear 
Research) particle 
accelerator becomes 
operational in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

Elvis Presley returns 
home from Germany, 
after being away on duty 
for 2 years. He resumes 
his musical career by 
recording ‘It’s Now or 
Never’. 

Alberto Korda takes his 
iconic photograph of 
Che Guevara, Guerrillero 
Heroico, in Havana. 

The United States 
launches the first ever 
weather satellite, TIROS-1.
 

At the 32nd Academy 
Awards ceremony, Ben-
Hur wins a record number 
of Oscars, including Best 
Picture. 

Elvis Presley’s song “Are 
You Lonesome Tonight?” 
is recorded for the first 
time. It was released in 
November. pic

Record labels Tamla and 
Motown join to form 
the Motown Record 
Corporation. The merger 
brings together some of 
the best R&B hit-making 
artists of the day. 

100,000 people attend the 
‘Ban The Bomb’ CND Rally 
in London. 

Several Soviet surface-to-
air missiles bring down 
an American Lockheed 
U-2 spy plane. The pilot, 
Francis Gary Powers of 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency, is captured. 

President of the 
United States Dwight 
D. Eisenhower signs 
the Civil Rights Act of 
1960 into law. 

Princess Margaret marries 
Anthony Armstrong-Jones 
at Westminster Abbey. 

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration announces 
that it will approve the 
drug Enovid for use as 
a birth control. It is the 
world’s first approved oral 
contraceptive pill. 

The nuclear submarine 
USS Triton, under 
the command of 
Captain Edward L. 
Beach, Jr., completes 
the first underwater 
circumnavigation of 
the Earth codenamed 
Operation Sandblast.

In Buenos Aires, four 
Mossad agents abduct 
the fugitive Nazi criminal 
Adolf Eichmann. He is 
subsequently put on trial 
in Israel for crimes against 
humanity. He is later 
convicted and executed in 
May 1962.

Theodore Maiman 
operates the first laser 
at Hughes Research 
Laboratories.

Cold War: A Soviet Air 
Force MiG-19 fighter 
plane flying north of 
Murmansk, Russia, over 
the Barents Sea shoots 
down a six-man RB-47H 
(AF Serial No. 53-4281) 
Stratojet reconnaissance 
plane of the U.S. Air Force. 
Four of the U.S. Air Force 
officers are killed and the 
two survivors are held 
prisoner in the Soviet 
Union. 

The Soviet Union national 
football team defeats 
the Yugoslavian national 
football team 2–1 in 
Paris to win the first 
ever European Soccer 
Championship. 

Joseph Kittinger 
parachutes from a balloon 
over New Mexico at an 
altitude of about 19½ 
miles. He sets several 
world records including 
the highest altitude 
jump, the longest free-
fall and the fastest speed 
attained by a human 
being without mechanical 
or chemical assistance 
(about 614 m.p.h.).
Kittinger’s records 
remain unbeaten for 
over 50 years until Felix 
Baumgartner successfully 
executes a jump from 24 
mile high on 14th October 
2012. Kittinger is part of 
Baumgartner’s support 
team for his jump. 

Penguin Books is found 
not guilty of obscenity 
for their publication of 
D. H. Lawrence’s novel 
Lady Chatterley’s Lover. 
Although first printed in 
1928, the release in 1960 
of an inexpensive mass-
market paperback version 
promps the court case. 
The prosecuting council’s 
question, “Would you 
want your wife or servants 
to read this book?” 
highlights how far society 
has changed and how 
little some people have 
noticed the change. The 
book is seen as one of the 
first events in a general 
relaxation of sexual 
attitudes. 

Ceylon elects Mrs 
Sirimavo Bandaranaike 
as its Prime Minister, 
the world’s first 
elected female head of 
government. She takes 
office the following day. 

Sputnik program: The 
Soviet Union launches 
the satellite Sputnik 5. 
Aboard are the dogs Belka 
and Strelka (Russian for 
‘Squirrel’ and ‘Little Arrow’), 
40 mice, 2 rats and a variety 
of plants. The satellite 
returns to earth the next 
day and all animals are 
recovered safely. 

United States presidential 
election: In a close race 
John F. Kennedy is elected 
over Richard Nixon, 
to become (at 43) the 
second youngest man to 
serve as the President of 
the United States and the 
youngest man elected to 
this position. Kennedy 
makes his inauguration 
speech in January 1961. 

The U.S. Navy’s Pilot 
Commander Leroy 
Heath and Bombadier 
/ Navigator Lieutenant 
Larry Monroe establish 
a world flight-altitude 
record of 91,450 feet. 
Their A-5 Vigilante twinjet 
bomber carries a 1,000 kg 
payload. They better the 
previous world record by 
over four miles.

English navigator and 
yachtsman, Francis 
Chichester, arrives in New 
York City aboard his yacht 
Gypsy Moth II. He has 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean 
single-handed in a new 
record of just forty days.

1960 Summer Olympic 
Games: Cassius Clay wins 
the gold medal in light-
heavyweight boxing. 

The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Most Rev. 
Geoffrey Francis Fisher, 
talks with Pope John XXIII 
for about one hour in 
Vatican City. This is the 
first time that any chief of 
the Anglican Church has 
ever visited the Pope. 

 

U.S. President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower authorizes the 
use of $1.0 million for the 
relief and resettlement 
of refugees fleeing from 
Cuba. They have been 
arriving in Florida at the 
rate of about 1,000 per 
week. Fidel Castro took 
power in Cuba during the 
revolution in 1959. 

Last day on which the 
farthing, a coin first 
minted in England in the 
13th century, is legal.

The Woolworth 
Company’s lunch 
counter in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, where 
a sit-in had sparked 
demonstrations across the 
Southern United States, 
serves a meal to its first 
black customer. 

Dr. Michael Woodruff 
carries out the first 
successful kidney 
transplant in the 
United Kingdom, at 
the Edinburgh Royal 
Infirmary. 

The first episode of the 
classic British TV series 
Coronation Street is 
broadcast. Planned 
as a 13-part drama, it 
becomes such a success 
among viewers that it is 
still shown five times per 
week. 

Xerox sells the first 
commercial push-button 
photocopier machine 
– the Xerox 914. The 
machine is the first to use 
the process of xerography, 
which is still used today. 

Motown Record 
Corporation is founded. 
Its first Top Ten hit is ‘Shop 
Around’ by the Miracles. 
‘Shop Around’ peaked 
at number-two on the 
Billboard Hot 100, and is 
Motown’s first million-
selling record.

Dr Kazuo Hashimoto 
invents the Ansafone 
sold in the USA as an 
Automatic Telephone 
Answering Machine.

The first successful 
electric toothbrush, the 
Broxodent by Squibb Co., 
goes on sale in America.

The Great Chilean 
Earthquake: Chile’s 
subduction fault ruptures 
from Talcahuano to 
Taitao Peninsula, causing 
the most powerful 
earthquake ever recorded 
(with a magnitude of 
9.5) and a tsunami. 
Because of its power, the 
seismographs in the city 
of Valdivia are overloaded 
and malfunction through 
the entire earthquake.  
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Elvis Presley’s song “Are 
You Lonesome Tonight?” 
is recorded for the first 
time. It was released in 
November. pic
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