
Nurse at a hospital in Stockport, Cheshire.

Attached to the St. John Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) Auxiliary Red Cross 
Hospital, Portsmouth. She was a weekly visitor to the Haslar Hospital in connection 
with the London Channel Islander’s Society Comforts Fund, distributing gifts to the 
wounded men.

Nurse at an unnamed hospital in England.

Nurse for the Order of St. John and worked at Les Touillets Convalescent Hospital in Guernsey

Both did voluntary work in Manchester making hospital garments for wounded soldiers
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The Victorian view of women as second class citizens, who had no place in the 
theatre of war, was still prevalent. Ironically, many British female volunteer 
ambulance drivers spent the early years of the war working for the Belgian and 
French armies, not the British. It was not until January 1916 that the female 
drivers of the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry were officially recognised as the very 
first women’s ambulance convoy to work for the British Army. This was despite 
the fact that they had been driving ambulances up to front-line Regimental Aid 
Posts to collect wounded Belgian and French soldiers since 1914.

Women from the island who had already trained or worked as nurses were some 
of the first to undertake war work. Others who had no formal training joined 
Voluntary Aid Detachments. Guernsey women went to Europe where they worked 
in France, Belgium, Italy, Salonika (Greece), Poland, Russia and many other places. 
Local women were also to be found nursing in Egypt. 

Some stayed on the island and worked at the Victoria Military Hospital in Amherst 
or the Convalescent Hospital at Les Touillets. Others went to England and worked 
in hospitals there or undertook voluntary roles.

Violet spent some of her life living on Guernsey and was educated at 
Ladies’ College. She worked as a nurse for the Red Cross throughout 
the war in Belgium, Poland, Russia and France. 

She was awarded a number of medals for bravery. Eventually the 
British authorities sent her to the 15th Corps Main Dressing Station at 
Rouen in France. She was injured during a German bombing raid, but 
despite this she continued evacuating the wounded to safety. She was 
awarded the British Military Medal. 

During her time in the war Violet wrote numerous letters about 
her nursing experiences which she sent to various publications in 
England. She wrote articles and used her time convalescing from 
wounds to write a number of books. She was to become one of the 
best-known nurses of the war.
 

The desire of women to 
participate in the war 
effort was met with much 
consternation from the 
military establishment. 

Miss Violet Thurston

(seated left) Matron of the Convalescent Hospital at Les Touillets, Guernsey.

Miss Edith Lainé Mrs Austin Coe (left) and Mrs T.E. Sackett 
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Mrs Maud Toms 

Miss W.L. Duquemin

Miss Kitty Robilliard 


