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Hello all,
Happy Christmas! I thought I should round up what’s been going on in recent weeks and what’s
planned for next year.
King’s Road
Most of you will have seen the photos I sent out last week, showing the four graves uncovered in the
final phase of building on the Pré au Puits site. For those of you who remember the old house, we can
now locate the graves on top of Digimap’s air photograph of the site…

So you’ll see that they were more or less beneath the kitchen floor! The red rectangle marks one of the
areas I am interested in excavating over the New Year, and we’ll also try to finish off a few smaller
areas around and about the graves. This will almost certainly be the last opportunity we get to dig on
this particular site, although there are planning applications in the works for two of the neighbouring
properties, so I don’t think we’ll be leaving King’s Road for good.
My proposed timetable for the work at New Year is as follows:
Tuesday 30th December: 10.00am to 3.30pm
Wednesday 31st December, Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd January: 9.00am to 3.30pm
Come as often as you can – don’t worry about contacting me first, if you turn up I’ll find work for you
to do. It gets too dark to see soon after 3.30, hence the early finish. Any questions, just give me a call
(07781 102219). If we find some nice things I’ll try to arrange a site visit for Saturday 3rd January,
particularly for those who are unable to dig.

Delancey Park
The Culture and Leisure department is looking at various ways of improving some neglected corners of
Delancey Park, and there aren’t many more neglected corners than the collapsed passage grave, in the
north-east of the Park. We will start with some vegetation clearance, probably on Wednesday 7 and 14
January, but I’ll confirm that a few days beforehand. In the longer term we are trying to get the
Environment Department to agree to the removal of several of the pine trees next to the site. If that

goes to plan then ultimately I would like to re-excavate this very neglected site. It was reportedly
unearthed in June 1919, by labourers clearing gorse, and in 1932 the eccentric Miss Vera Collum poked
around for a couple of days, just after she had had a go at the Déhus. She is probably one of the figures
in the photograph below.

Vera Collum decided that the capstones had been used for the Sausmarez Memorial in the Park (built in
1876), leaving just the collapsed props behind, but there is no record of the tomb being unearthed or
destroyed at that date. The only other comment we can find from Miss Collum is that the prop stones
‘still lay with their feet in the old sockets’, so it would be nice to confirm this one way or the other.
And perhaps set them up again… watch this space!

Airport
We have submitted proposals to the airport authorities to dig a series of test-pits in the fields to the west
of the runway, in advance of any large-scale earth moving in this area. I’m still waiting for
confirmation to go ahead, but I hope we can make a start early in the New Year.

Harbour finds
Those of you who have been in the store recently will have seen part of the large collection of pottery
and other items from the harbour, collected by Richard Keen over the past twenty or thirty years. As

well as the more predictable finds – Normandy stoneware and gritty ware, Roman tiles and the like –
there are some more exotic and unusual items. Here are just a few:

Thanks to Bob Burns for confirming my
suspicions about this one – I wondered
whether it might be Spanish or even North
African, and Bob plumped straight for North
Africa, 17th or 18th century, with lots of
Spanish influence.

An attractive seal on a glass bottle, reading
DT 1709 – one for you, Viv?

Further research needed on this one. Are
those scratches actually writing?

This is definitely writing, on the base of a
curious little home-made (?) dish,
presumably from the Occupation: ‘AHS MB
1943’

I’ll drop it off next time I’m passing
through...

And finally…
I’d like to say thank you to Tanya and Kit for all their hard work this year – although quite honestly I
was disappointed that neither of them volunteered to be the first down this previously undiscovered bit
of Fort George…

Thanks too to Tracey for a great deal of work in the store, not least scanning thousands of slides and
turning up a few gems like this one… the woman looks strangely familiar, don’t you think?

Last but definitely not least, thank you to everybody else who has helped out this year – the
Wednesday/Thursday volunteers have washed and marked thousands of flints, photographed, rebagged
and reboxed nearly 3000 antiquarian finds, and generally allowed us to keep on top of things, even to
catch up a bit. Your help is much appreciated. Have a Happy Christmas, and see you in the New Year –
some of you I hope at King’s Road.
All the best
Phil

