
British nuclear 
submarine HMS 
Resolution fires the 
first Polaris A-3 
nuclear ballistic 
missile. 

First year that Perry’s 
Guide is published.

Inauguration of ‘Islander’ 
aircraft on Alderney-
Guernsey Service by 
Aurigny Air Service Ltd.

Demolition of Fort 
George Guard House, 
despite attempts to save 
it for posterity.

Publication of Charles 
Graves’ book, ‘The 
Legend of Linda Martel’, 
of great local interest.

For the first time since 
the Reformation, a 
Roman Catholic priest 
preaches at St. Saviour’s 
Church  - l’Abbé M. 
Lécluze.

Last sailing of ships 
on London-Guernsey 
service.

Three men escape from 
Guernsey prison. 
One is recaptured and 
the rest are caught on 
November 4th.

Opening of 
‘The Thomas De La 
Rue’ public house 
at La Tourgand, 
St. Peter Port.

Free treatment at the 
Princess Elizabeth 
Hospital, Castel and 
Maternity Hospital 
approved by the States.

Bailiff opens Folk 
Museum at 
Saumarez Park.

Royal Engineers land 
at L’Ancresse to blast 
rocks for Beaucette 
yacht marina.

A demonstration in 
London’s Grosvenor 
Square against U.S. 
involvement in the 
Vietnam War leads to 
violence. Ninety-one 
people are injured, 
200 demonstrators 
arrested. 

Simon and Garfunkel 
release the single 
‘Mrs Robinson’ which 
they recorded for the 
film The Graduate. It 
becomes a huge hit. 

The film 2001: A 
Space Odyssey 
premieres in 
Washington, D.C. 

The American movie 
Planet of the Apes is 
released in cinemas. 

U.S. President 
Lyndon B. Johnson 
signs the Civil Rights 
Act of 1968. 

London Bridge is 
sold to American 
entrepreneur Robert 
P. McCulloch who 
rebuilds it at Lake 
Havasu City, Arizona. 

English politician 
Enoch Powell makes 
his controversial 
Rivers of Blood 
Speech. His views 
are shared by 
many members 
of the public. He 
is dismissed the 
following day from 
the Shadow Cabinet 
by Opposition 
leader Edward 
Heath. 

Manchester United 
become the first 
English football 
team to win the 
European Cup Final. 

English yachtsman 
Alec Rose, 59, 
receives a hero’s 
welcome as he sails 
into Portsmouth, 
after his 354-day 
single-handed 
round-the-world 
trip. 

U.S. presidential 
candidate Robert 
F. Kennedy is shot 
at the Ambassador 
Hotel in Los Angeles, 
California by Sirhan 
Sirhan. Kennedy dies 
the next day. 

Saddam Hussein 
becomes Vice 
Chairman of the 
Revolutionary 
Council in Iraq after 
a coup d’état.

The Beatles’ 
animated film Yellow 
Submarine debuts in 
London.

Thames Television 
starts transmission 
in London.

The last steam 
passenger train 
service runs 
in Britain. The 
Oliver Cromwell, 
a Britannia Class 
locomotive, 
finishes the scenic 
Manchester Victoria 
to Carlisle leg of 
the famous ‘Fifteen 
Guinea Special’. 

Hawaii 5-O debuts 
on CBS and runs for 
12 years becoming 
the longest-running 
crime show in 
television history 
until 2003. 

The M1 motorway 
is completed when 
the final 35-mile 
section opens 
between Rotherham 
and Leeds. Building 
commenced in 1959. 

The band The (New) 
Yardbirds changes 
its’ name to ‘Led 
Zeppelin’ and 
performs their first 
gig at the University 
of Surrey in London. 
They release their 
1st album and secure 
an advance deal 
of $200,000 from 
Atlantic Records in 
November - one of 
the biggest deals 
of its kind for a 
new band. 

The 1968 Comeback 
Special marks the 
concert return of 
Elvis Presley.

A woman from 
Birmingham gives 
birth to the first 
recorded instance 
of live Sextuplets in 
the UK.

The Jimi Hendrix 
Experience releases 
their highly 
influential double 
LP Electric Ladyland 
album.  

Apollo Program: 
U.S. spacecraft 
Apollo 8 enters 
orbit around the 
Moon. Astronauts 
Frank Borman, Jim 
Lovell and William A. 
Anders become the 
first humans to see 
the far side of the 
Moon and planet 
Earth as a whole. 
The crew also reads 
from Genesis. 

British racing drivers 
Jackie Stewart, 
Graham Hill and 
John Surtees take 
the first three places 
at the United States 
Grand Prix. 

Four men hijack Pan 
Am Flight 281 from 
JFK International 
Airport, New York to 
Havana, Cuba.

Japan’s biggest 
heist, the still-
unsolved ‘300 
million yen robbery’, 
occurs in Tokyo. 

Led Zeppelin make 
their American debut 
in Denver, Colorado.

In Mexico City, black 
American athletes 
Tommie Smith 
and John Carlos 
raise their arms 
in a black power 
salute after winning, 
respectively, the 
gold and bronze 
medals in the 
Olympic men’s 200 
metres. 

The Race Relations 
Act is passed, 
making it illegal 
to refuse housing, 
employment or 
public services to 
people in Britain 
because of their 
ethnic background.

The film Oliver!, 
based on the 
hit London and 
Broadway musical, 
opens in the U.S. 
after being released 
in England. It goes 
on to win the 
Academy Award for 
Best Picture. 

The first 2 day Isle of 
Wight music festival 
is held. Ten thousand 
people attend. The 
acts playing are 
Jefferson Airplane, 
Arthur Brown, The 
Move, Tyrannosaurus 
Rex, Plastic Penny 
and The Pretty 
Things. By 1970 
attendance has risen 
to 600,000 and it 
attracts international 
music stars.
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Martin Luther King, 
Jr., civil rights leader, 
is assassinated 
by James Earl 
Ray in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

The Stanford 
Research Centre 
in America 
demonstrates one 
of the first versions 
of the computer 
mouse. Theirs has 
two wheels inside 
whilst the German 
computer company 
Telefunken markets 
one which has 
a ball inside. It 
forms the basis for 
modern mouse 
design.


