
 

1899 
Outbreak 

of the 
second 

Boer War 

1883 
Renoir paints in 

Guernsey 

1899 
States includes 

first elected 

Deputies 

1870 
Guernsey’s 

first 
telephone 

system set up 

1899 
Loss of the SS 

Stella off 
Alderney 

1833 
First tourist 

guide to 
Guernsey 
published 

1840 
William Le 

Lacheur sets up 
coffee trade 

with Costa Rica 

1823  
First steamship 

service from 
Guernsey to 

England 

1822 
Guernsey 

starts printing 
its own 
money 

1830 
Gas lighting 
installed in 

St Peter 
Port 

1832 
Cholera 

epidemic 
encourages 

improvements 
in drainage 

1854 
Last hanging 

in Guernsey 

1846 
Queen Victoria visits 

Guernsey; she comes 

again in 1859 

1855 
Victor 
Hugo 

exiled to 
Guernsey 

1870 
New harbour 

completed  

1858 
Telegraph 

cables connect 
Guernsey to 

England 

1857 
Breakwater 

connects Castle 

Cornet to the 

shore 

1879 
Steam tram 

introduced 

1862  
St Julian’s 

Pier 

constructed 

1803 
The 

Napoleonic 
Wars. 

Britain at 
war with 

France for a 
further 12 

years 

1805  
Battle of 

Trafalgar ends 

Napoleon’s plan 

to invade 

England. 

Guernsey sailors 

are in the British 

fleet 

1811 
La Varde Dolmen 
excavated by F.C. 

Lukis 

1819 
The Guernsey 

Cow becomes a 
protected 

breed 

1815 
End of the Napoleonic 

wars begins 99 years of 
peace, but triggers 

economic depression 

1800s: 

1870 
Guille-Allès 
Library and 

Museum opened 

1884 
Guernsey 

tomatoes 

exported to UK 

for the first time 

The period begins with Guernsey in the frontline of the Napoleonic Wars, still thriving on privateering and ‘free trade’. 

 

1820-1890 
Shipbuilding 

a major 

industry in 

Guernsey 


